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This seems as good a time ~» and place = as any, to put in an overall apology for what 
seem the inevitable shortcomings and delays tha$ attend any sort of publishing venture 
in wartime. Time was when we felt proud of the promptness with which we secured ad- 
vance material, put reports in your hands, kept you in touch with changes of dates, 
prices, titles, etc. We were proud, too, of ten years record of mailing on the dot - 
it was in the eleventh year we began, occasionally, to slip a cog here. And we were 
proud of the appearance of our sheets, their clarity, accuracy, professional look..... 
And now - woll, the publishers are having their troubles, too; they get us material as 
and when available, we let no grass grow under our feet in reading the proof shects and 
issuing the reports - but the coverage is not as consistently six to eight weeks ahead 
of publication as formerly. We check on deadline date for shifting publication dates - 
end pass on the information to you, only to find another shift - back or forth ~ has 
been made the next day, or a book dropped, or a book inserted ~ and again we pass the 
news along. At least we are more nearly up-to-the-minute than any other publication, 
simply because we can check so close to our own mailing date....As for that mailing 
date - well, have you had to cope with machine breakdowns and delays in repair, with 
turnover in personnel and newcomers to be trained, with shortage of staff and inevita- 
ble resultant crowding of work, and with the exigencies of the U.S. mail? If so, you 
know what we, too, are up against. Last issue even our paper didn't matcht I hope 
you'll bear with us — and look forward to the not too far distant day "aftor the wax" 
when we can reostablish 100% service. Meantime, we are doing our level best....And 
the one thing for which we refuse to teke any measure of blame is the shortage of the 
kinds of books you'd like to sell! 


, 2 °S.8 3:22 
Another note. Not a MUST BOOK in the lot. Not even a very good bet ~ though one 


collection of short stories of the war at sea, SHA DUTY, by Jacland Marmur (Holt) de- 
serves more than passing notice. And a new Dawn Powell has a substantial following. 


PROBLEMATI CAL BOOKS ~ Fiction 


October 9 
lund, Helga BLONDIE AND DAGWOOD | Barnes 


The saccharine ~ sweet tale in book form of the famous funny~paper char- 
acters, lacking completely the humor and "screwiness" of the comic strip. Blondie 
marries the son of the wealthy Bumsteads, Dagwood's parents disown him, the young 
couple struggle along in a haze of bliss and love, Baby Dumpling is born, and the 
family is reunited in a standard tear~jerker scene. Blondie's dramatic teacher tells 
the story; all is sweetness and light. Fans of the comic-strip won't find this to 
their liking at all. Instead ~ here is a futile gesture towards a Olaudia-~like tale, 
without endearing qualities or humor. $2.00 








October or November 


Powell, Dawn MY HOME IS FAR AWAY Scribner 


From the very modern to the not so gay early 1900's, in a different kind 
of book for Dawn Powell - a gently handled chronicle of childhood which has sad 
« 8» 
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momonts, but no satire, and a contrast of period follios and foibles. This is tho story 
of the Willard children, Lena and Marcia and baby Florrie; of the move to midwest 
London Junction, as improvident Harry goes on the road in spite of Daisy, and brings 
home baubles instead of the bacon. Visits to Uncle Lovie's farm; measles and chicken- 
pox; Mama's death; and the children farmed out, - first to Grandma in a rundown lodging 
house, then to a hotel in London Junction where they grew wise to the adult world of 
travelers and fancy ladies; then to rich Aunt Lois, who wouldn't keep them; then to a 
lowgrade rooming house ~ and finally to an unhappy home with Pape newly married to a 
woman of property, whose mean ways drive Lena to run away, and Marcia to seck inde~ 
pendence...Family album, fully mounted, which has warmth, and humor, and poignancy. 
Dawn Powell in a new vein. $2.50 


November 9 
Pettibone, Anita JOHNNY PAINTER Farrar & Rinehart 


Hardy picturization of the robust, sometimes rowdy days, as the pioneer 
Northwest (state of Washington) offers romanticized adventure, with sober touches. 
Johnny Painter, alone at 15 when his father is shot in cold blood by the worthless 
Runner Shook and his mother deserts him, survives on odd jobs, and finally moves on to 
the more "civilizod" Blue City in search of Nancy, whose father is a proselytizing 
missionary who sceks souls to heal in the city dives and bars. His old onomy, Runner 
Shook, and his "Widow Iff", cross his nath again. He is involved in a partnership in a 
sawmill which burns to the cround ~ in a freighting expedition to make quick money. 
And, at the end, the deaths of Runner and the Widow, who ~ reforming late ~ leaves her 
money to Johnny to administer, and Johnny weds his Nancy. Regional, rugged values for 
an adequate tale of no vast importance. $2.50 


Fisher, Vardis THE GOLDEN ROOMS Vanguard 


Two races of primitive man come into conflict in this second of the series 
launched with Darkness and The Deep. The sexual urge now takes second place to other 
emerging factors, ~ the discovery of fire, its power as a weapon, its usc for heat, 
light, cooling of putrid flesh; the experimenting with new ways of trapping food; 
groping ideas on shelter, with fire helping them rid caves of lurking beasts; and then 
the fearsome ciscovery of the existence of another race of man - upright, tale, swift- 
footed, killing with bow and arrow, harnessing fire to be man's servant. The story 
shifts to these god-like creatures, their discoveries, the beginnings of art, the 
training of "Dog" as friend of man;the intolerance towards something difforent ~ and 
thereby lower ~ when they encounter the ~ beast-like creatures just omerging from ani-~ 
malism. Extinction the only answer - to be followed by dream haunting of ghosts, the 
saving gesture of burial, of rescue of the new-born. And finally fear with the recog- 
nition of an unknown power - a cry for help - the first prayer...Less unpalatable than 
its predecossor ~ but not inviting reading, though Vardis Fisher has succeoded in 
making credible this recreation of the beginnings of man. Yor a limited market. $2.50 





November 16 
Cooper, Louise Field LOVE AND ADMIRATION Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Short stories and pieces (some from The New Yorker), which aro delicate, 
deft and distaff - odd moments in tho life of Connocticut Mrs. Findley. The small 
change, vagaries, counterpoints of hor oxperiences with 8-yoar old Jano, tho unpro- 
dictable; with the younger Adam and baby Peter; their invasion by two Inglish foster 
children; troubles over a Great Dane and five white mice, over Jim, Lithuanian hired 
hand, and an incuable but irresistible bad penny; antiques; ladies’ clubs, an¢. so forth, 
Definitely feminine, sometimes too fragile, this is pleasant trivia. Might be defined 
as a somewhat younger Mrs. Appleyard in general appeal, with a touch more sophistica~ 
tion — but not the humor of a Mr, and Mrs. Cugat. $2.50 
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November VW 
Idell, ALbort BRIDGE TO BROOKLYN Holt 


A sequel to Centennial Swamer and more of the same, though this time the 
scone shifts to Brooltlyn where bluff Jesse Rogers has secured a post connectod with the 
construction of Brooklyn Bridge. Tho family is as tempestuous as ever:~ Zonie, beauti- 
ful oldest deughtor, is rapidly growing spinsterish, despite her mothor's frantic 
erasures in the Family Bible - and she sees her once discarded suitor turning to the 
younger and lovely Georgina, who has more than 2 spice of the modern in her. Henry, 
Georgina's twin, is also growing up (with the eid of a whisker elixir) — and falls in 
love with the daughter of a barge cantain, only to lose hor tragically. The story goes 
round and rounc ~ replete with stage properties which may have nostalgic fascination for 
our parents and grandparents, but which for the modern generation seem overplayed. The 
period is increditly mid-Victorian, corseted, skirted and bloomered bathing beauties; 
closely chaperoned maidens; the rumblings of labor troubles; incredulity over the bud- 
ding age of specd and light and power; wages at $1 a week ~ with stablo boy for bedding 
down in hay ~ and, generously, his food. Tho plot is tenduous —- tho characters are 





real enough ~ but it isn't as appealing as she carlior book. $2.75 
November 21 
Melancon, Alex CaRL BOY Macmillan 


The life of seven year old Carl, from bayou Louisiane, throug: his letters 
his Soldier Boy, which were articled under Melancon's name in the New Orleans Times - 
Picayune. Carl adopts Melancon, follows his military travels, heving his inarticulate 
yet meaningrul notes supplomented by letters from his mother. He is self-portreyod as 
a vivacious, imaginstive, wholly ingenious Small Boy, - at school, at home, at play and 
at work; in love, in trouble, in the public eye; outwitting the euthor's attempts to 
superimpose escapades on him, ~ outreasoning his elders. Home front to frontline pop-— 
pulling little boy depiction that only occasionally goes over to the saccharino side, 
and with the added piquancy of the Bayou speech. Query, strictly fiction? $2050 


REPRINTS 





announcing for December Publication 
Triangle Publications (Each $.49) 
Baldwin, Faith ~ WEEK-END MARRIAGE Fair, A. A. — SPILL THE JACKPOT 
Bower, B. Me -~ CABIN FEVGR Hancock, Lucy Agnes - WEST END NURSS 








Pocketbooks (Zach $.25) 
Gardner, Erle Stanley - THE CaSi OF THE SLEEPWALKGR'S NISCE 
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Hutchison, Bruce THS HOLLOW MEN Coward, McCa 


Two years ago Macmillan published Granville Hicks! Only One Storm, the 





story of a city man who moves to an upstate town to try to sort things out for himself, 
to learn what he really believes. Now Bruce Hutchison has written the story of a news- 
paper man from a plateau in British Columbia, who goes to the cities - Ottawa, Washing- 
ton, New York ~- to try to find out what he believes. Neither one arrives anywhere, but 
in the course of their mental anguish, much is said that parellels the mddied tainking 
and feeling of many today. The Hutchison book is pretty much tied up with isolation - 
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Canadian style — with local politics, draft, social security - the liberal stand ~ the 
interrelation of Canada - Britain - the U.S.A. tantalizingly unsatisfactory book ~ but 
one becomes interested in the people - and what the post-war world will bring them. — 

(9/25) $2.75 


Barrett, Richmond TRUANT Dutton 


Vigor and sharp lines for a story of championship tennis which gives a 
strong sense of the game, its players, its satellites. Jonathan Coit, inbred, surly, 
hard, after a lonely childhood, directs all his drive towards tennis, is taken in hand 
by Baron, a wealthy patron of the sport, and is coached to stardom. The few friendships 
of earlier years are dropped en route, ruthlessly, and Coit, playing a lone hand and a 
brilliant, erratic game, eventually hits the top as he beats the longstanding champion, 
Don Fleet. Follows a good will tour to Japan with Fleet, his wife Middy, and some not- 
ables during which, for the first time, Coit finds himself involved in a human relation- 
ship which is too much for him, when Middy, blunt, bullying but appealing, attracts him 
into a bittersweet affair. Coit pulls out of it ~ and away from tennis for good ~ and 
returns alone to the United States for.an undefined future...An original plot and back~ 


ground; good reading. (Published) $2.75 
Marmur, Jacland SEA DUTY Holt 
® Don't pass this up as just another volume of short stories. It is much 


more than that - a really memorable collection, with scarcely a let-down, of tales of the 
sea, primarily of the Pacific in wartime, with one throwback to Jutland and the last 
war. Polish-American, Marmur has inherited the mantle of Conrad - his fine sense of 
plot and charactor, his instinctive rhythm and pattern of words. As merchant seaman, he 
has served with the Pacific fleet; he writes from intimate knowledge of the mood and 
tempo of the sea, of ships, of warfare, of the men, particularly of the little, unsung 
heroes, In brief compass he packs a microcosmic sense of emotion - he writes from the 
heart of the comradeship of men at sea, of sense of duty broader than personal issues, 
of loyalty and faith. There are thirteen stortes ~ all fine in their own ways, but for 
the particular flavor of the book, read Band of Brothers, Sea Duty, The Seed of Great- 
ness, Double Play. This is not Marmur's first book; Holt published a novel, The Sea 
and the Shore and a checkback on the report (1941) would seem to indicate that perhaps 
he is at his best in the short story medium. For a Conrad - a Forrester market, men 
and women. (9/13) $2.50 


Kapelner, Alan LONELY BOY BLUES Scribner 


Saroyanesque in its modern realism, but lacking in its very bitterness, - 
the humanity, the poignancy, the faith in the dignity of man which characterizes Saroyan 
It is a sordid tale of existence - of a family at odds - of a father, worshipping his 
eldest son, Chesty, in whom he sees the reincarnation of himself in youth, demanding 
therefore that he prove his strength in manual - rather than intellectual ~ labor; of a 
mother, stifling her eldest daughter with devotion, driving her to a hard, promiscuous 
life; Joe, the middle son and a bully, worshipping his father, hating Chesty, teasing 
the ugly youngest boy, Skinny. The mother dies; Mabel goes to Washington with a mar- 
ried man; Chesty is turned down for the Army because of his heart; and the father ends 
in defeat when his dream is shattered. Told in stream of consciousness style-moderness 














for itself alone. $2.50 
THE DEATH KNELL SOUNDS 
Cunningham, A. B. THE CANE — PATCH MYSTERY Dutton 


Sheriff Roden of The Bancock Murder Case appears again in an adequate tale 
of clandestine meetings, bloodhound trackings, Negro voodoo, set in the sugar cane 
country. The beautiful wife of a rich planter has been killed - gorily enough; there's 
plenty of bafflement: all sorts of guilty secrets are aired; and there's plenty of 
action and suspense before the murderer (who could have been anyone) is er ae 
Fair. . 
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October 9 


Gilbert, Anthony THIRTY DAYS TO LIVE Barnes 


Triod and truo Mr. Crook apprehending - without a legal coaviction - a 
family liquidator, in taking the case of a beloaguered ~ if dull spinstcr, Dorothea 
Capper, heiress of 100,000 pounds if she lives 30 days. Crook unearths two previous 
killings while warding off hers, and "snouting" around for information Crook quiets 
his spinster client, precipitates ell issues by a drummed up murder-trap. Informally 
yours. $2.00 


Upfield, Arthur W. NO FOOTPRINTS IN THE BUSH /¢//9 Doubleday, Doran 


Another half-caste Detective-Inspector Bonaparte story of Central Austra 
lia, better constructed, better paced (and better written too — though at times too 
deliberately stilted and flowery in phraseology). It is the story of a "squatter" who 
virtually controls an inland cattle kingdom, friendly native tribe et al, and of the 
fight to the death between him and Bonaparte as to who shall mete out punishment to the 
renegade half~breed son, who has added murder to his other crimes. Plenty of excite 


ment - a slim romance = and Bonaparte, almost at cost of his own life, wins the play. 
(10/19) $2.00 


Irish, William AFTER DINNER STORY Lipvincott 
° A really superior collection of short mysteries by the author of Phantom 


Lady. Susponse and surprise endings are handled with a definite skill, a masterly co- 
ordination of length and sustained mood. Unusual situations and swift action in the 
personal revenge story of the title piece; the intricacies of proving a murder comnitted 
in "Rear Window"; the cleverness of "Murder Story"; and ~ my favorite - the delichtful 
touch that onds "An Apple a Day". Each story has mood and turn of good Hitchcock. 

at $2.00 


Howie, Bdith CRY MURDER |'|'° Mn. Se MALL 


Amateur acting company in the midwest and its mess of little secrets, of 
the members’ relationships, past histories and current affairs, lead to two murders. 
Near-sighted Mary happens on the killing of a Broadway star, returned to triumph in a 
home town tryout; precipitates an additonal crime by her intuition and her inability to 
trust others, end solves it with an assist from the local’police. Frailly aa ie 

6 


Little, Constance & Gwenyth GREAT BLACK KANBA Doubleday, Doran 


The dark ladies with another very light caso of murder as a train accident 
gives Cleo an acute case of amnesia, a name she doesn't believe is hers, 2 brand new set 
of Australion relatives, and a record of murder. With the help of Clive, young MD, she 
plays along with it #n order to get evidence, is mixed up with two more killings, and 
eventually clears up all points. Preposterous but pert. (11/8) $2.00 


Wentworth, Patricia THE KRY 3.4 ‘ Lippincott 


Good suspense but unconvincing finale for a story of an MInglish village 
in wartime, of the death (pronounced suicide) of a German refugee scientist who had 
Just completed a formula for an explosive, of complications of secret marriage, false 


clues, and romance ~ sorted out and solved by the persistent Miss Silvers, ae 
200 
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Karski, Jan COURETER FROM-POLAND: The Story of a Secret State 1939-44 Houghton Mifflin 


° An absorbing story of the Polish Underground, exceedingly timely, and 
important as background for contemporary and immediate history. Karski, himself one of 
the leaders, played an important part from the invasion of Poland on. He belonged to 
the class of gay and confident young officers in the reserve; he was caught in the 
"fourth pertition of Poland" within the Russian invasion lines, transferred, only to 
find himself 2 prisoner of the Germans — and again escaped, this time into the Under- 
ground, with its strangely unreal life, This is, perhaps, the fullest authentic picture 
of Underground operation and organization that it has been possible to publish, It 
gives, too, a grim closeup of Poland under German occupation, of concentration camp and 
murder mill, of Black Market and starvation tactics - and of the incredible covrage and 
imagination and will to fight that made possible what - at present writing ~- seems like 


an enormous potential for ultimate victory. Completely unpolitical - wholly of the 
Underground. $3.00 





Two on Name and Two on Fame 


The sequel to CHICKEN EVERY SUNDAY by Rosemary Taylor, RIDIN! THE RAINBOW (Whittlesey); 
Noel Coward's MIDDLE HAST DIARY (Doubleday) - please don't overlook the fact that we- 
personally ~ did not like its; George §. Perry and Isabelle Leighton's superior WHERE 
AWAY (Whittlesey); and a good ovorall G.I, Joe book, SITUATION NORMAL by Arthur Miller 
(Reynal & Hitchcock), The last two we'd like to sce pushed. See roports dolow, 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-fiction 








October 2 
Abrahams, Lewis IT'S ALL POLITICS Samuel Curl 


A New York lawyer exposes ~ non-explosively - the structure and practices 
of politics using substantial historical evidence as explanation and exemplification of 
a profession whtéh: has become a business. The makeup of the party machine which was 
built on patronage, fed on the spoils system; voting - and its implications for democ- 
racy; graft and bribery and war profiteering; election tactics and malpractices; lob- 
bying and logwrolling campaigns and their costs; judges ~ bought not born; the bosses— 
with profiles of a number including Tweed, Croker, Cox, Huey Long, Hague, Pendergast ~ 
and finally reformers and reform movements which have cleaned up the game in certain 
cities, Restrained muckraking to let the people know — not the first of the kind, 
but well done. $2.50 


October 5 


Brockway, Sylvia SARAH AND I Dutton 


The very personal and likeable autobiography of the author of Respect- 
fully Yours, Annie, A sense of humor adds spice to sweetness - and the result is 
great fun and refreshing reading. Mrs. B. and her spirited second self, Sarah Pale- 
grass, progress from a childhood in New York to Vassar, 1920, then to work; marriage 
with an Englishman, home on vacation to New Hampshire ~ and caught there when the war 
came, There are the people in her life ~ Marmee, her grandmother; Nannie, her nurse; 
Mater, her ohwso-EInglish mother-in-lew; Deckie; her New Ingland neighbors ~ all of whom 
add zest. But the real character is "Sarah", She it is who keeps under control the 
tendency of the other self towards sentimentality, who rebels at mousiness and shyness. 
She it is who gets énto scrapes (that made college fun); who takes up dencing while 
"Sylvia" works in a publishing house; who reconciles Mrs. B and Mater; who stiffens 
the nerve of the amateur lecturer when Respectfully Yours, Annie created a demand, It 
is a richer and more mature book than its predecessor, which might very well have been 
a flash ir the pane $2475 
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October 5 
Strode, Hudson TIMELESS MEXICO Harcourt, Brace 


As good a one~volume of Mexico as I can imagine being done, its short- 
comings inevitable with respect to crowding of complexities into brief compass. Strode 
has made judicious use of material’- stressing those parts of Mexico's history which 
will interest the most readers, I think. He has amplified, in almost fictional detail, 
the dramatic story of the period of conquest (personally, I think he has a soft spot in 
his heart for that intrepid pirate, Cortes). He expands the space ~ comparatively 
speaking » assigned to the long-drawn out years of Revolution, that period which means 
most to inter~American relations. One shares, after reading this, his admiration and 
respect for Oardenas, and for the less spectacular but sound Camacho. His presentatior 
of the disputed topics of oil expropriations and anti-religious movements is both ob- 
jective and fair. One could wish for more of the flavor of the country and the people, 
their art and literature, but an excellent Bibliography helps fill that need. Maps ar« 


sadly missinge Indexed. $3.50 
October 6 
Frank, Stanley - Ed. SPORTS EXTRA Barnes 


A collection of writings on sport which makes a constructive contribution 
to the charting of America's changing attitude. All but two - an essay by Hazlitt on 
Cavanagh, tho English "Fives" playor, and John Marquand's essay on John L. Sullivan, 
which was writton as a foroword to tho Chidsey biography ~ are newspaper picces, with 
source and date indicated. The selection is based on the quality of the writing - and 
sports have elicited some of our finest journalism — rather than on a general coverage 
of sports. The first section deals mainly with boxing and baseball, and contains 
essays by such writers as Arthur Brisbane, Charles Dryden and Jack London. ‘The fabu- 
lous '20's produced glowing accounts of baseball, football, tennis, racing, etc. from 
people such as Irving &. Cobb, Heywood Broun, Grantland Rice, Ring Lardner; while the 
so-called Age of Reason includes the very excellent prose pieces of Quentin Reynolds, 
John Kieran, etc., with enthusiasm slightly curbed. The market is that wide but i11- 
defined sports columnist market - plus those who will like the writing for its ry 
sake, 2675 


October 16 
Taylor, Rosemary RIDIN' THE RAINBOW Whittlesey 


A companion piece to Chicken Every Sunday —- and at moments it measures wo 
to the high comedy of that. But the overall is not so consistently good ~ there is, 
for my money, too much of local politics, of the business of getting statehood for 
Arizona, of competition between Tucson and Phoenix. "Father" - whose story this is - 
emerges as more successful, at times spectacularly so, than one might have sansed from 
"Mother's story; but he certainly kept the boat rocking with his schemes and visions. 
He had his failures, but the chief problems seemed to be that he would go off at tan- 
gents, and let a going concern go down the skids under absentee management, while he 
looked for the pot of gold. His coffee agency survives most of his other ventures; 
his laundry business provided the wherewithal when other things failed; his dabbles in 
real estate never quite petered out. And Father had plenty of fun and adventure out 
of life, while Mother kept the boarding house and sold tamales. There's less anecdotal 
quality - fewer good repeatable tales - and more perhaps, of the background picture of 
tho new West. The publishers are backing this with a $10,000 campaign - a printing 
of 25,000. $2.50 

October 18 
Suba, Susanne SPOTS BY SUBA Dutton 


The ballet—the circus~backstage~children~grownups~animals-working girls- 
the U.S. Navy~old houses—-people everywhere- all from The New Yorker, Tiny book. $1.00 
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Coward, Noel MIDDLE EAST DIARY . Doubleday, Doran 


Probably- on his name - this will sell. I found it a grave disappointment 
Noel Coward here records his experiences touring the Near East front as an entertainer- 
and the contrast with the heart-warming generosity of our entertainers, Bob Hope and 
Joe Brown, make this seem snobbish, self-centered, and singularly lacking in both humor 
and pathos. Occasional dry wit, yes, but on the whole it leaves an impression of chit 
chat for a social column, the Embassies and Government Houses that entertained him, the 
celebrities he associated with, the drinking and eating and bathing in the Mediterrane- 
an - a pattern occasionally interrupted by personal appearances for the armed forces, 
in which you get more of his own nervousness, and the inadequacy of the equipment than 
of the boys he had come to entertain. Bad Anglo-American propaganda. $2.00 


Hatcher, Harlan THE GREAT LAKES Oxford 


An vnusally successful history of the Great Lakes and the territory 
surrounding them. Mr. Hatcher has done a fine job of balance and selection. He deals 
with the geological history, the discoveries and explorations, the personalities assoc- 
iated with that period, - Champlain, Brule, Brother Sagard, Nicollet; then the French 
and English conflict, and the subsequent advances made by Cadillac, and by the English- 
man, Alexander Henry. After cessation of hostilities in 1818, boundaries were estab- 
lished, and the whole region opened up to commerce, the growth of the fur industry, 
canal building, boat building, the development of the lumber industry, fisheries, graii 
transportation ~ and finally the period of industrial development stimulated by the ex- 
ploitation of rich iron ranges, and the transportation of ore by Lake carriers. Through- 
out this period there was immigration of Scandinavians, Irish, Germans, etc. and subse- 
quent national group settlements. World War I and World War II both stimulated in- 
creased activity in the Lakes. There is a delightful blending of picturesqueness of 
style and accuracy of fact in this picture of the development of America - first ad- 
venture and enterprise, then the exploitation of resources. by big business, finally an 
era of industrial development. An excellent regional book, broader in scope than tho 
Lake series taken individually, and filling a real need. 8 pages half tones. Maps. 
Index. $3.50 


October 20 
Arno, Peter MAN IN THE SHOWER Simon & Schuster 


A collection of the best of Peter Arno ~ contemporarily speaking ~ drawn 
chiefly from The New Yorker, - covers and full pages, and illustrating all points in a 
succession of amorous offensives on decolleté dames. The not so subtle sophisticates, 
the exuberantly, endearingly vulgar ~ in about 100 cartons providing very explicit en- 
tertainment. A sure gift item for home consumption and for the boys overseas. $2.50 


October 24 
Harmon, Lt. Tom PILOTS ALSO PRAY Crowell - 


Definitely not one of the superior personal stories - though Tom Harmon, 
with his miraculous hairbreadth escapes should be subject for one such, This seems 
slightly naive and college themeish. But for those who want to read the story of the 
famous Michigan football hero, now pilot in the Army Air Corps, this is adequate. 
Something of his childhood in Indiana, his college career and football fame, his 
training as a B~25 pilot, his escape from a plane crash en route to South America, his 
transfer to fighter pilot assignment with Chennault, another narrow squeak fighting 
Japs - and then home. A personal record, with the religious theme running throughout, 
which may add to its saleability. (Witness God Is My Co-Pilot etc). Mo particular 
distinction. $2.50 

















September 15, 1944 Non-fiction ~ 417 - 
October 24 
Davenport, Russell W. MY COUNTRY Simon & Schuster 


To those who like their poetry in the form of tom-tom thumping, this 
patriotic =~ not to say chauvinistic - verse about America may appeal. In rhymed 
couplets and quatreins, the author trots us through the familiar praise of Americans - 
"men of motion and desire", past the warning that in worshipping the machine wo may be 
honoring a dead goddess, admonishes us to find God in all, and ends on the not unusual 
note that Amcrice is tho coming country of the world, but must recognize its frocdom 
is not "to limit but to share". Laudable sentimonts all in a paean to Ancrican progres 


which may find an audionce - not poctry lovors. $1.50 
October 25 
Clark, Blake THE ADVERTISING SMOKESCREEN Earper 


Blowing cold on the hot air of advertising, this is consumer education 
and enlightenment as the misreprosontations, frauds, and puffing of commorcial adver- 
tising are oxamined according to tho rescarch done by the prosecuting FIC. Acknowl- 
edging the case for advertising, lowered prices brought about through greater volume, 
Clark shows how it has been misused in tho case of cigarettes, dentifrices, laxatives, 
hair tonics, vitamins, reducers, cold remedies, headache nostrums. He makes a good 
case for clean copy. An expose of a booster trade and a suckor public ~ written with 
verve, for a public which reads and listens and swallows whole. $2.00 


CHINA TAKES HER PLACZ \|- 8 Harper 
The author of several authoritative books on China -and an "old China 
hand" ~ writes hore of China's years of Revolution, during all of which hoe was cither 
living there or in close and intimate touch. The book, while less stimulating reading 
than some of the other books covering the same period, has a clarity, a simplicity, anc 
an objectivity. that makes it a very useful book for those who want a single book which 
will give them a reasonably comprehensive picture of what has happened in China since 
the overthrow of the Emire. Carl Crow is confessedly unsympathetic with Commnisn in 
all its nanifestations - but gives due credit for the contribution made by Chineso 


Crow, Carl 


Communists. Ho has profound faith in the Generalissimo and the ultimate establishnent 
of the now Constitution, and of a working democracy, coven according to baer ri 
Perry, George S. & Leighton Isabelle WHERE AWAY 10/30 Whittlesey 
. . The warmly human and poignant tale of a ship and her crew ~ the Marble- 


head, ~ minus the heroics and sentimentality which the subjsct could so readily have 
indicatéd. There's a calm strength and depth of feeling in the story which gives it 
unusual worth, not as a segment of war history or even of naval history, but as a per- 
sonalizing of this particular story. Faintly reminiscent of the memorable picture, In 
ich We Serve, but without the propaganda slant...The Marblohead, cruiser of tho Omaha 
class, was anchored off the coast of Borneo in the harbor of Tarakan, on December 7th. 
Neither too modern nor too well-equipped, she set sail for Australia. Her first en- 
counter with the Japs took place in February in the battle of Madura Straits. Hit by 
bombs, badly crippled, she limped to Tjilatjap where repair facilities were inadequate; 
she narrowly missed destruction whon her rudder jammod in a mine field; she was buf- 
feted and battered as she made the long dangerous journey home, via the Indian Ocean, 
to South Africa, and thence to New York. Her crew emerge as individuals, alive and 
endearing, living tho lifc aboard ship, fighting to save the ship they love, dying in 











battle, doing their job with dignity and naturalness. 


There's an emotional quality to 


the book that lifts it above the class of most battle sagas of the sea. 
John J. Flohorty...Substantial promotion ~ posters available. 


Sketches by 
$2,75 
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October 26 
Laing, Alexander CLIPPER SHIP MEN Duell, Sloan & Pearce 





The author of Sea Witch with a book about all clipper ships, both factual 
and lyrical ~ expressive of the power and the poetry of this type of craft which 
reached its height in the mid 19th century. ‘The early days and antecedents of the 
Clipper; activity in commerce and in battle; construction — and variations as factors 
of speed, seaworthiness, capacity were improved; the great men, with particular empha- 
sis on a great trio, - Nat Palmer colonial cavtain, Griffiths and McKay, designers; and 
finally the achievement of the phenomenal record in 1853, when the Sovereign of the 
Seas set her 400 miles a day. For the ranks of sailing ship fans - history and arpre- 





ciation in blend. $3 50 
Ew 0 
Oesover-27 /// 3 
Kane, Harnett DEEP DELTA COUNTRY Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Another volume in the American Folkways series of regional books, and a 
good one. Nobody could write the story of the delta country around the mouth of the 
Mississippi better than Harnett Kane, whose Bayous of Louisiana set a high standard of 
regional litereture (Morrow). Inevitably, the two books overlan = this one deals more 
with the place that section has taken in the history of the Louésiana Deltc comitry; 
the earlier book dlends legend, biography, romance, and pattern of living in a very 
human document. Unquestionably, it is a romantic and picturesque and appealing world. 
in miniature —- a law unto itself ~ a segment of America that is a melting pot of many 





peoples, and. a wholly unique way of life. | $3.00 
October 31 
Henry, Robert Self "FIRST WITH THE MOST" FORREST Bobbs-Merrill 


A vigorous, virile biography of one of the few really great captains of 
men, Nathan Bedfow Forrest, Confederate Cavalry leader still deified in the South. A 
middle-aged, quict spoken businessman, when war broke out, Forrost ontorod tho Army as 
a private, playod a lono hand through campaign after campaign, was a brilliant, un- 
orthodox, tiroless fighter, who oxpoctod and got the most out of the men who followed 
him without question through years of fighting against odds. Forrest had no chance at 
the "Most" ~ but achieved success after success with little - at Shiloh, at Chicka- 
mauga, with the Army of Tennessee. In constant friction with Bragg he was eventually 
given an independent command in Northern Mississippi, but came back to the Army of 
Tennessee for the last grim months. Beggared and crippled by the war, he went back 
home to his Mississippi plantation. There is brief coverage of those last years 
during which he became (almost without doubt) the Grand Wizard of the KKK. This is, 
however, almost wholly a military biography, a record of battle action, campaign, 
skirmish, as Forrest, who was almost a glorified guerilla fightor, usod brain and 
bluff to override tremendous odds. Men's market - for the collectors of material on 
the War between the States - for the Lee's Lieutenants audience. Not for the general 
public. $3.75 


Going, Clayton G. DOGS AT WAR Macmillan 


Sure appeal in subject matter, but rather flatly handled in a record of 
canine courage in the present war; from the initial organization of Dogs for Defense, 
to the K 9 Corps and their basic and advanced training, to the Marines! Devildogs, 
and Dog Platoons which have made history in jungle fighting. Individual heroes, ~ 
Chips, who was recommended for the DSC — and who bit Hisenhower; a Doberman called 
Andy; Caesar, the messenger; Rolo, killed in action; Liney, the scrapper; pets and 





¢ 
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mascots; dogs of other armies. Plain vrose lapsing into sentimentality less in- 
dividualized,humanized approach than Dempewolff's Animal Reveille. Plus market for 3 ‘ 
junior consumptione $2.50 





Late October or Early November 
Miller, Arthur SITUATION NORMAL Roynal & Hitchcock 


24 Hired by Hollywood to get the material for a non~Hollywooded version of 
the G.I. Joes, this is a microcosm of soldier facts and soldier feelings. Miller 
covered muny types of army outfits, talked to the boys and listened more, assombled 
much that is amusing, more that is moving. From a reception center to a zlider camp 
to the Infantry at Benning, to a tank corps certer, to an OCS school, to a parachut- 
ists' camp — headquarters, from his angle, for picking up reactions from all sorts of 
guys, their gags, their gripes, what they think about the Army and how they feel about 
home, their girls, their wives; why they are fighting (lots of them don't know) and 
what they are coming back to ~ and what the war years are doing to them. Observation 
and reporting on the army training front - sharp, fresh, straight down everyono!s 
alloy -- a rocord which holds a goneral human interest and sympathctic appeal. $2.00 


Hiovember 6 S\auusapz2 1Q Ys 
Christman, Henry TIN HORNS AND CALICO Holt 


Detailed and highly specialized story of the "Anti-Rent Movement" of the 
farmers around Albany in the middle '80's. The fight of the "tenants" — mostly of 
Dutch descent ~ against the thon existing systems of semi—feudalistic land owning by a 
few families. The Van Rensselars of Albany, most powerful of all, stood as a symbol 
of the patroons. This is the story of the long, bitter and often bloody fight waged ' 
by the farmers = "Calico Indians" - for ownership of the land on which they worked and < 
paic taxes ~ and of their leaders, zealots such as Dr. Boughton and Thomas Aingo Dovyr. 
It becamo a major political issue in tho stato. Ambitious rosoarch, documonts, court 
records, diaries and letters -to: authenticate facts of a miniature civil war in which 
the farmers won their rights, and out of which the Homestead Act stemmed. Regional 
appeal - and of interest to those who aro concerned with off—the-rocord social history 


of our countrys ; | $4.00 


November 8 / 
Thayor, V. 7. AMERICAN HDUCATION UNDER FIRE Harpor 


The cducational director of tho Ethical Culture Schools of N.Y¥.C. contend. 
with all and sundry on the issues end extremes of present day education ~ with no con- 
crete platform to offset save the importance of the "free man's faith" in democracy in 
practice. A critique and criticism of*the St. Johnseites, of vocational curricula 
vith functional objectives, of the role of religion in the public school, of deliberai 
indoctrination by the teachor, of the dangers of having communists or fasciets as 
educators. A conservatively liberal stand, which makes no new contribution, but ana~ 
lyzes certain of the dangerheads extant today. we 1 $2.50 , 

1G |- 


Mayr, Ernst BIRDS OF THE SOUTHWEST PaCIFIC Macnillan 


Naturalists, museum curators, ornithologists - and possibly some of the 
boys in the service who have been puzzled and interested in the birds of the Pacific 
war area ~ provide the market for this highly specialized book in a specialized field, 
Up to now, Aloxander's Birdsof the Occan (Putnam) has boon the only source of inform- 








ation on tho subject. This treats of sca birds, shoro birds, junglo birds, ctc. It 
follows cstablished practico in dofinition of species, description of varicties,keys, 
etc. The material is divided first according to Ocean Birds and Land Birds: then 
geographically, Samoa, Fiji, New Caledonia, New Hebrides, Solomons, stc. Illustrated 
with 8 colored platos by L.L. Jaquos and lino drawings by Aloxandor Seidel. $3.50 
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Rudin, Harry R. ARMISTICH 1918 Yale 


Here ~- in impressivo documentary detail (based on momoirs, official 
archives, correspondence, nowspapor roports, parliamontary rocords, otc.) is tho officic 
history of the Armistico, proving conclusively, despite lator Gorman ropontanco and ro- 
crimination, that the Armistice was sought by the Germans and was no stab in the back. 
It is a long record of involvement and indecision, of discussion and dissension, of pric 
and protocol, as with the growing breakdown of military and civilian morale, Imdendorff 
finally reco;nized defeat in August, forced the decision to suo for peace on an opposed 
civilian government, and secured Prince Max von Baden as Chancellor and first emissary. 
Then the appeal to Wilson and the series of notes, notes which forced Iudendorff to 
change his mind, notes resented by the Allios and by Pershing at first; tho split in 
Germany botweon Prince Max end tho Army over tho capitulation, the pressure on tho 
Kaiser for abdication, the revolutionary outbreaks and mutiny in the armed forces, 
Germany's acceptance of the 14 Points which the Allies were slower to accept, the draft- 
ing of tho torms and the Irzbergeor dolegation ~ and finally the signing of the Armisticc 
Important documontary ovidenco for research scholars and referonco in tho Te ae 

5 600 


November 14 
Krutch, Joseph Wood SAMUEL JOHNSON Holt 


This is certain to get significant review space and to be hailed as a 
memorable publication by scholars. But, frankly, I cannot see a popular sale for it, 
unloss it bo through "intollcectual snob appeal”. Krutch has done an axhaustive picce of 
scholarship in weighing the contemporary sources, the evidence presented in various and 
sometimes conflicting records, and has presented Samucl Johnson through the cyos of 
those who know him bost (not only Boswell, but Mrs. Thralo and Fanny Burnoy) = and 
through the evidence of his own writings. As a biography, I found it pretty; heavy go- 
ing; one gets little sense of either the man or his period; as a critical study, it was 
enlightening, placing Johnson's works in proper perspoctive, indicating how and why his 
contribution was significant, what he givo the literary world in setting up new mile- 
stones, new standards of philology, of literary criticism, of biography. The making of 
the legend of the man — his intimates —- his pensioners — his contemporarios and fellow 
members in the famous Club - all more important than Johnson as a human being, distin- 
guished chiefly as conversationalist, as a professional in the world of letters, as a 
man who "seldom fails to be memorable even when he's wrong". The publishers are backér 
it with $5,000 appropriation. $3.75 


Noxenber MOLY LRecree her. Pe 


Sandoz, Maurice FANTASTIC MEMORIES Doubleday, Doran 


Connoisseur's concoction in which Sandoz Swiss scientist, musician, 
author and Dali have combined their respective flairs for the fantastic in a series of 
illustrated incidents of the weird, the oxotic and the macabro. With cosmopolitan 
charm and wit, Sandoz contributes personal and encestral experiences of his'\jrami- 
mother who saw more of her hairdresser than her husband, the doctor who used perts of 
defunct patients towards her further ombollishmont; of tho author's encountor with a 
mummified lady; of Uncle Celestin, his crutches and a spirit world manifestation; of 
the Orient, and the Indies, and a stolen sapphire; of wolves in the Turkish conetory 
of Scutaris of a modern saint and the materialization of rose petals; of death in. 
Davos. The strange, the bizarre, recaptured with subtlety. Gift book market ~ very 


specialized...eAnd expensive, with 24 Dali linecuts. $5.00 
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November 13 
Fawley, Ge Ge SEEING THE INVISIBL3 Knopf 


An explanation of the electron microscope for the laymen ~ its apvlica- 
tions to problems of practical interest and concern. Facts and figures about this micro 
scope which is from 75 to 100 times as powerful as the ordinary microscope, and hag. 
made it possible to get at some of the unknowns of medical and applied scicnco. Tho 
limitations of the machino in practical usage; the background to its discovory; indus- 
trial rosecerch which it has facilitated - rubber, gasoline, paper, textiles, cloth, etc. 
the diseases it may help to clarify and cure - virus diseases, cancer, etce, all handle 


in concise, unscientific terms, for popular consumption. $2.50 
November 21 
Dallin, Davic J. THE REAL SOVIET RUSSIA Yale 


This is his third book on Russia (following Soviet Russia's Foreien Policy 
and Russia and Postwar Burope) ~- and in it the author sets out to correct "misinterpre- 
tations, misconceptions, distortions" regarding the Sovict Union in hasty utterances 
and writings by officials and journalists. He seos in the Russian stato tho basic 
principlos of commnism despito divergences of practicc, duc, he feels to a realistic 
flexibility. State controlled economy and strong totalitarian political regime both 
fit the doctrine of the transition period, while the Revolution still goes on, though 
various facets seem at odds with Lenin's Communism. He sees post-war Russia greatly 
weakened after the war, resources strained to the limit, scorched earth policy, loss of 
manpower. Without being able to put a finger on it, one senses an undercurrent of 
slight bias against Communism, a note of warning of Communism once it has recovered 
strongth. $3.50 


—_— 


Xu os | ta 


Bonot, Stcphon Vincent WS STAND UNITED Farrar & Rinchart 








A posthumous collection of Benet's radio scripts written about the people- 
and for the people ~ during the war years. Honest, homespun, eloquent, and propaganda 
at its best. Included are the title script, Dear Adolf, Thanksgiving Day, A Time to 
Reap, They Burned the Books, a Child Is Born, etc. Dramatic narrative - in freo verso, 
The market is not only the Benet market, but those interested in the best in radio. 

t Sock , $2.50 

November 28 


Chamberlin, William H. THI UKRAINE: A Submerged Nation Macmillan 














A brief biography of a little known country and a submerged pcople, the 
most numerous in Burope without a sovereign state form of organization, a people with 
a great love of liberty, but an incapacity for self-discipline which has led to a 
history of domination by others. The land - its heroic age ~ the steady decline in 
Ukranian autonomy; its culture — which came to a head after the last war with strong 
nationalist sentiment, thwarted by the absorption into the U.S.S.R. The results of 
the Soviet regime; the "political" famine of 1932-33, of which public knowledge was 
denied by Soviet censorship. And the conclusion - that the Ukraine will again demand 
political freedom, not the Stalin one-party dictatorship which has brought them 
oppression and terrorism.....a useful book, if taken with a grain of salt, i.e., rec- 
ognition of Chamberlin's known anti-Communist slant and knowledge of the complex part 
the Ukranians havo played in seeking a sympathetic audience. $1.50 
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November 7? 
Nearing, Scott DEMOCRASY IS NOT ENOUGH Island Workshop 


Arbitrary and somewhat contentious discussion of democracy or rather lack 
of democracy in terms of economic privilege - which, though there is no question of the 
validity of his attack on economic monopoly and inequality, does not justify his re- 
duction of the ontiro world scone to this one ovil. How priviloge has bocome ontrenchod 
in our presont form of monopoly capitalism; how after 1910 thcro has boon mass unrost, 
resulting in the managed ecconomios of Gormany and Japan ~ and hore in tho "equally 
totalitarian Now Deal"; how war was the only way to maintain the system of privilege - 
and this war the result of the conflict between "democracy and black reaction"; how we 
must now reassert volitical democracy, obviate the ruling classes and establish majority 
rule, have real leadership, exercise certain democratic disciplinos, and so on. Ovoer- 
simplification which borders on eyewash - though possibly well-intentioned. Paper $1.25 

Cloth $2.0¢ 


Bloom, Vera THERE'S NO PLACE LIXE WASHINGTON Putnam 


Social life in Washington before the War and during it, by the daughter o/ 
New York Representative Sol Bloom. Bits about people in politics, bits about parties, 
bits about calls and a whole lot about the intricacics of tho laws which govern the 
social behavior of the officials and thoir familios; who calls on whom, where thoy sit 
at formal dinners, how to get into the "embassy set", that elite of Washington society. 
Too bad Miss Bloom takes herself and tho "rat race" she pictures so seriously. Someone 
could do this with tonguo and cheok and make it palatablo. | $3.00 


MORE THAN THERE SHOULD BE AMONG LATE ARRIVALS 
For the record ~ announcing 
Wertenbaker, Charles Christian INVASION Appleton~Century 


War Correspondent for Time and Life, assigned to General Bradley's head- 
quarters, Wertenbaker writes straight from the battlefield in this first personal 
record (in book form) of the battle of Normandy. Vigorous writing - a sense of pace 
and. timing ~ an appreciation of the challenge in giving not only word pictures but deep~ 
ened understanding — make this a memorable report. Illustrated by 16 photographs by 
Life's cameraman, Robert Capa...The book has been published - in record time ~ widely 
reviewod. $2.50 


Pierce, Anne QUICK FREEZING Barrows 


The author of the constantly useful Home Canning for Victory with an up- 
to=tomorrow clucidation of the mothod which is growing rapidly in popularity through 
district freozing lockers. Gonoral principles - oquipmont - lockor plants ~ the prepa- 
ration of foods for freezing - the effect on nutritive values ~ how to prepare frozen 
foods for the table (warnings and timing) - how to cook them. An overall coverage, 
supplemented by a list of bulletins available for further investigation. Indexed. 
Spiral bindings © $1.00 
Hebert, Waltor H. FIGHTING JOE HOOKER Bobbs~Merrill 


The biography of the Yankee general of the Civil War, subject of great 
controversy not only at the time, but in subsequont appraisals of military stratogy and 
history. Born of a Massachusetts family, showing a good record at West Point, he ad- 
vanced rapidly in the Mexican war, gained political experience as a civilian in Cali- 
fornia, and ultimately - through his aggressive porsonality ~ won tho appointment to 
the command of tho Army of tho Potomac. But he muffed his chances and was romovod in 
favor of Meade after Chancellorsville., A good soldier ~ a leader in whom his men had 
confidence + he had a glaring fault, the habit of constant criticism of his superiors. 
Extensive bibliography, and footnotes. Factual rather than interpretative in present- 
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ation. For Civil Wer fans. (9/28) $3.50 
Brailsford, He MU. OUR SETTLEMENT WITH GERMANY John Day 


The Vansittartists will accuse Br: ilsford of being "too soft" » but it 
seems to me he is taking a sound middle-of-theeroad view of "what to do with Germany"... 
On the basic theory thet "there is no good society until for all its citizens there are 
@qual rights", he considers Germany as a member of world society, once she has reestabe 
lished her right to a place. He sees the basic crime of the Nazis that they denicd our 
common humanity, and challenges us all that we mst recover our half~forgotten princi- 
ples of social morality before we can hold only Germany at fault. His book is not as 
easy reading as his Subject India. But he says a great deal that needs to be said. He 
analyzes the class problems which he feels lie at the root of Germany's recurrent ag- 
eressions, end urges that those class problems mst be dealt with - the Junkers and the 
professional militarists and the Trusts must be broken ~ and not again kept alive to 
bolster private enterprise. He gives his introductory chapters to background facts; 
then goes on to the transition period between war and peaco; and finally to the central 
problems of the peace settlement. He recommonds an international force subject to a 
single international authority, with national forces only for internal security; some 
form of federation, ultimately, with an international economic cowmcil as the first 
step; a period of occupation of Germany, dedicated to disarmament; release of prisoners, 
reestablishment of some pattern of work, of restoration of self-respect, of reparations 
in form of making good ruin, supplying machinery, loaning of man powor, etc, Pros and 
cons ~ dangers and weaknesses of various proposals carefully weighed. He holds no ) 
brief for "forgiveness" or saving the Nazi leaders; but he does not think annihilation, 
partition, or permament domination the answer. (9/28) $1.75 


Severin, Kurt & Sorsby, Lenore TO THE SOUTH Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
A revorter - pnotographer of long Latin-American experience covers here 
the contrasts, the contradictions of that continent. Bullfights and cockfights, drugs 
and dopes, witch coctors and missionaries, sex and marital moralities of the double 
standard, politics and politicos, Axis infiltration, Inca treasure, art, literature, 
music, etc. etc. Plays up the piquant, not gaudy but definitely popular sideline read~ 
ing on these countries. Personal —- topical - not handled country by country. Supple- 
mentary reading to more important basic works. 16 pages of illustrations. GPRS 200 Y 
Lawrence, Jerome, Hd. OFF MIKE | Benential- Books 
distributed by DS. & P. 
A symposium of radio writing by the top hands in the field, not a "how 
you do it" book, but a “how they do it" ~ which directly supplies amusement, and in- 
directly provides advice. The script writers for Bob Hope, Jack Benny, Fibber McGee, 
Duffy's Tavern programs give the lowdown on comedy; Corwin and Arch Oboler on drama; 
various others on staff writing and continuity, adaptations, serials, children's pro= 
grams, war programs, television. Practical, colloquial tipping off for the a 
2250 


Meyer, Agnes E. JOURNEY THROUGH CHAOS Harcourt, Brace 


Mrs Bugene Meyer visited some 26 war centers in 1943~44, This is her 
report. She has not attempted to give a Middletown treatment, but has picked snecific 
subjects for her investigations, has touched upon those subjects from different angles, 
as they appeared in various parts of the country, north, south, east, west; she has 
amplified those cases of industrial foresight and wisdom, of community planning, etc. 
that might well be extended to other sections. She is fearless in her criticism - more 
often directod to neglects in federal, state or city planning than to industrial short- 
comings, perhaps ~ but even they do not come off scot free. Amons the subjects treat- 
ed are problems of employment, employer—employee relations, unions, absenteeism, shift- 
ing jobs, housing, juvenile delinquency, schooling, child labor, hours of work, un- 
controlled in-migration, and so on. The material appeared in the Washington Post, is 
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is here revised and brought into more coherent form for book publication. Excellent 
club program market ~ general. (9/21) $3.00 


Cave, Hugh Be WE BUILD, WE FIGET! The Story of the Seabees Harper 


This is scheduled for a double market. We reported it (P 280) for juve- 
nile departments. A factual story of the construction battalions made up of steam 
shovel men, bull dozer operators, dynamiters, linesmen, divers, steel workers, carpen- 
ters, painters, blacksmiths, mechanics, plumbers. Excellent descriptions of their work 
in Guadalcanal, the Solomons, Bougainville, the Aleutians, Iceland, Bermuda, Africa, 
Sicily, Salerno. Illustrated with official U.S.N. photographs. (Pubdl.) $2.50 


Council of Books in Wartime OUR ARMY AT WAR Harper 
Introduction by Gen. Geo. CO. Marshall 


This is a beautiful piece of book-making ~ a photograph book, made up of 
official war department photographs, recording the first two years of war on all fronts, 
from Pearl Harbor on to the invasion of Italy. The photographs are grouped under cam 
paign headings; the captions in large type provide virtually a running commentary of the 
progress of war, while captions in smaller type relate to the individual photographs, 
of which there are close to 500. They show not only battlo action, but supply, recre- 
ation, rest quarters, human intorost bits, otc. Fow of thom convoy tho sonso of horror 
that some of the more recently released recordings of, for example, the Battle of 
France - particular the Normandy beaches - have shown. The result is that the pictures 
look a bit too cleaned up and prottiod up; the men look washed and shaved in most of 
them; the action pictures suggest manoeuvres rather than actual battle station. Doubt- 
less this makes for a mech more presentable book for purchase. $3 £00 


Proskauer, Julien J. PUZZLES FOR EVERYONE Harper 


Bedevilment and bemsement for all ages in a collection of puzzles (some 
contributed through a prize contest) which most everyone who is puzzled minded can solv 
Paper and cardboard, matches, wire and string, coins, numbers, words, mazes, optical 
illusions, as media for supplying braineteasers. The author is a magician, photographe’. 
and commercial puzzle manufacturer. $2.00 


Johnson, Crockett BARNABY AND MR. O'MALLEY Holt 


A second collection in book form of the antics of Barnaby and his fairy 
god-father, in seven episodes. Thero are ondloss Barnaby fans ~ and the individual 
senso of humor would scem to be tho only guide to its merits. And book number one 
probably gave you your clue to sales for this. Comic strip, a cut above average, I'm 
told. $2.00 


Rehder, Helmut & Twaddell, W.F. A GERMAN CONVERSATIONAL REFRESHER Holt 


A Holt Modern Language Trainer, this book is adapted from the non-milita-~ 
ry portion of material used in preparing service men requiring a speaking knowledge of 
German. It is not only a "refresher" but is also intended for studonts with no. previ- 
ous knowledge of the language —~ and is based on the method of "mimicry—memorizing" — 
using no formal grammar, but teaching through speaking and listening largely. Mimicry - 
memorizing material on a variety of subjects, followed by special drills varying in the 
vocabulary acquired, sections on grammatical phases, and with vocabulary. $2.25 


Mellor, William B, Jr. SANK SAMS Howell, Soskin 
A repetitious account of the work of the Civil Air Patrol and Coastguard 
Auxiliary as an important part of the defense of our Atlantic coast during 1942 and 
early 1943 when the Nazi submarines were a serious menace to allied shipping. The book 
pays tribute where tribute is overdue, to the groups of volunteers who worked with 
little recognition or remuneration, in danger and unarmed at first, whose work consist-— 
ed chiefly of routine patrols-with occasional spots of excitement. Too bad the style 


isn't more professional-crisper~and more interesting, for there's a story there, (3/%) 
@ 
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Fenius, Frank SPANISH DICTIONARY FOR THE SOLDIER- Infantry Journal | 
& FRENCH DICTIONARY FOR THE SOLDIER 


Commanion volumesto German and Italian dictionaries ~- see reports (P.338) 
Pocket book dictionaries, words most commonly needed by soldiers, Inglish ~ phonetic 


pronunciation ~ French; then French-Inglish. Ditto for Spanish. -Handbooks for today. 
Bach $.50 


O'Brien, Howard Vincent SO LONG, SON Putnam 
Parts of this have been widely publicized through extracts in Readers' 
Digest - through Mr. O'Brien's column in the Chicago Daily News - through broadcasting. 
Now for the first time available in a slim little book - for the plus book market, whic 
~in this case ~ should be enhanced by its unioue publicity ~ and by the subject mattor, 
which comes close to many households today. The story of a father who watches his son 
go off to war, of the worry that is always with him, and finally of the telegram an- 
nouncing the fact that the boy is missing in action. Moving-without sentimentality.$.7& 


Auden, W.H. FOR THE TIM BEING Random House 


Best known contemporary English poet, with two long poems, The Sea and 
the Mirror, a commentary on The Tempest; and For the Time Being ~ a Christmas Oratorio. 
Both are highly »hilosophical, highly satirical works, witty, difficult, and intellectu- 
al. Audon's virtuosity makes him intcresting to poets; his great capacity to think in 
modern terms makes him interesting to intellectuals. Portions of theso arc so brillian 
that they may well become a permanent part of Inglish literature ~ and the main theme 
is the same in both poems, — the pressing problem of modern man in evaluating the ideal 
as against the real, in weighing the orderod realm of art against the chaos of reality. 
His answer is not far from Pope's "whatever is, is right". To state his major theme is 
to omit a dozen of his lesser ones, his flying barbs at many a philosophical puzzle, 
and many a modern maze, to omit the lightness and deftness of his touch, end ales::the 
felicity of his words and sentences. This is a serious, a competont, a vory intcrost- 
ing work. Mr Auden is trying to persuade himself ~ and us - to believe in "the moder- 
ate Aristotelian world", But do his talents really permit him to do so? $2200 


Pruszynsiti, Xavier POLAND FIGHTS Back Roy 


The euthor of Russian Year and formerly press attache to Moscow, records 
here with quict simplicity the continued contributions of Poland in the fight ag-cinst 
the Axis after her capitulation. The threo Polish destroyers that joined the British, 
tho five submarinos that playod pirate in tho Baltic and achioved considerable damage 
to the Axis ships; the 20,000 young men who escaped from the Continent, some of whom 
were sent to take Nervik, others who fought through the French campaign, stayed on afte 
Dunkirk to cover the French retreat and lost their chence of escape to England; the bat 
tle of Britain and the record of the Polish Squadron 303; convoy duty with the Navy; 
the independent brigade in Africas the underground organizations; the Poles who fought 
in Russia. Testimony of and tribute to the country and its people. Taken with the 
about-to-~be~published Karski book, Courier From Poland -(see report P.414) we are 
beginning to feel more aware of Poland's share in the war. (9/25) $2.50 


Wierzynski, K. THE FORGOTTEN BATTLEFIELD Roy 


And here is another facet of Poland's story, in accounts of Polish re- 
sistance before the fall, of the patriotism as deep as a religious belief, of a con- 
tempt for death which was their only weapon. As told by the author,,with greater elo- 
quence and emotional fervor than the Pruszynski (sce abovo), here are accounts of par- 
ticipants, of the llth Division which fought back in the forests; of the Falcon squad- 
ron which defdnded Warsaw; of the last stand at Danzig with backs to the seag of pcas~ 
ent roprisais in tho villages. A bitter, somowhat bloody record of heroic dofiance. 


The line drawings by A. Czormanski do not add consistonly to the appoal of tho book. 
' (9/27) $2.50 
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Bakor, Sgt. Gcorge THE SAD SACK Simon & Schustor 


110 cartoons by the creator of the Sad Sack - perennial fall guy of en- 
listed mon, the wolle»mcaning soul who always ends up behind tho eight ball. In draw- 
ings, with no words necessary, the story runs from pre-induction physical to when he's 
sent overseas « back to the States for reassignment - and, the final blow, reassigned 
to the same area ho'd left. A life of one great round of KP, guard duty, duty details, 
guardhouso, everyone pulling his rank on him and all his woll~meaning expended cnergy 
going for naught. Thero's a foreword by Marion Hargrove (of Soo Hero, Pvt. Harserove 
fame). These cartoons of Baker's have been one of the main features of Yank since its 
inception. A book for those who.can laugh at themselves! (9/20) $2.00 


Hayek, Friedrich A. THE ROAD TO SERFDOM Unive of Chicago 


A book which has had a very important and impressive press in England - 
and one which presents a caso not argued before. Written by an Austrian, now at the 
London School of Economics, this is a warning that "it is Gormany whoso fato wo aro in 
some danger of repeating" by our abandonment of individualism, liberalism, freedom. It 
is a rebuttel of socialism or socialized planning (Laski-Chase, etc.) and of the danger 
in the removal of competition and laissez faire. He believes that Totalitarianism 
(whether in Germany or Russia) is not the product of Prussianism, but the product of 
the socialized thinking of Marx, etc. He believes that oconomic control prepares tho 
way for totalitarianism, and that security (economic) is not as important as freedom; 
he believes in a certain type of "planning" ~ but a limited one; in Federation, but 
again a limited one....Food for thought, argued with logic, clarity and conviction. 











Controversial - which will help sales. (9/18) $2.75 
| REPRINTS and NEW EDITIONS 
THE ILLUSTRATED MODERN LIBRARY ; A.Se Barnes 


Barnes has taken over this series - launched last year ~ and ton titles are 
promised for the season ahead. The publications aro:- 























Emerson's Essays, illustrated by John Steuart Curry. Sept. 15. $1.50 
Whitman's Leaves of Grass, illustrated by Boardman Robinson. Sept. 15. $1.50 
Franklin's Autobiography, illustrated by Thomas Benton. Sept. 15. $1.50 
Dante's Divine Comedy, illustrated by George Grosz. Oct. 15. $1.50 
Bronte's Jane Eyre, illustrated by Bdward A. Wilson. Sept. 15. $1.50 
Longfellow's Poems, illustrated by Allen Lewis. Oct. 15. $1.50 
Dostoevsky's Crime and Punishment, illustrated by Philip Reisman. $1.50 
Hudson's Green Mansions, illustrated by EB. McKnight Kauffer. | 1250 
Tragodicos end Comedies of Shakespeare in two soparate volumes, illustrated 

by Warren Chappel and Fritz Kredel. Oct. 15. $1.5 


Reissuing Last Years! 


he Holy Bible, The Brothers Karamazov, The Wisdom of Confucius, The History of Tom 
Jones, and Pickwick Papers, of which three quarters of the orders could not then be 


filled. 








MODERN LIBRARY Rehdom House 
COLLECTED POETRY OF DOROTHY PARKER - Late September. $695 


RED STAR OVER CHINA by Edgar Snow - Early November. $295 
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PLEASE MAKE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Doubleday, Doran 
Hallott, ReMe ~ FOOTHOLD OF BARTE — from 10/5 to 10/19 
Ray, Oscor ~ BORROWED NIGHT ~ from Winter, 1945 to 11/2/44 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Caldwoll, Ersizino ~ TRAGIC GROUND - dofinite date 10/12 
Lane, Mergeret - WHERE HELEN LIES - definite date 10/26 
Severin & Sorsby - TO THE SOUTH - from 9/22 to 10/12 
Farrar & Rinehart. 
Selby, John ~ ELEGANT JOURNEY - from 10/26 to 11/? 
Harper 
' Wright, Richerd - BLACK BOY = postponed to 1945 271 
Houghton Mifflin 
Johnson, Osa ~ BRIDE IN THE SOLOMONS ~ from 10/27 to 10/26 294 
Lasswell, Mary ~ HIGH TIME ~ from 9/26 to 10/10 262 
Merrilat, Lt. H.L. —- THE ISLAND - from 10/10 to 10/25 336 
Macrac Smith 
Douglas, By, ~ WAY OF THE STRONG ~ from 10/16 to 11/6 355 
Taber, G, ~ THE HEART HAS APRIL TOO — from 10/16 to 11/6 350 
Oxford 
Markham, SeF. ~ CLIMATE AND THE ENERGY OF NATIONS ~ definite date 9/14 388 
Sinon & Schustor 
Bourko-Whito, M. — THEY CALLED IT PURPLE HEART VALLEY ~ definite date 11/2 
Price from $2.75 to $3.00 395 
Cerf, Bennett ~ TRY AND STOP ME ~ from 10/16 to 10/19 362 
Durant, Will - CAESAR AND CHRIST ~ from 10/30 to 10/23 393 
Halsey, Margaret ~ SOM# OF MY BEST FRIENDS ARE SOLDIERS (C) - definite 
date 9/18 308 
Jeffe, Bernard — ME OF SCIBNCH IN AMERICA (C) - definite date 10/27 295 
Madrigal & Chamberlain ~ INTRODUCTION TO PORTUGUESE - definite date 9/15 245 
Martin, A.Z. ~ SINNIRS NEVER DIT ~ from 9/8 to 9/15 289 
McCrary, Capt. John R. ~ FIRST OF THE MANY - price from $2.75 to $3.75 393 
Rumsey, Adoline - CRYING AT THE LOCK - (6) from 8/? to 11/1 284 
Sanders, George - ORIME ON MY HANDS - definite date 10/13 330 
Viking 
Bishop, Wed. ~ WINGED PEACE ~ definite date 11/13 395 
Spring, Howard — HARD FACTS ~ (0) fzom 9/11 ta 11/6. December Literary Guild 
selection. 302 


N.B. - Publisher Index - Erratum = Anne Molloy's DECKY'S SECRET (J) is published 
by Houghton Mifflin, not Harper. 


Note:—- In case you were puzzled by tho repotition on Sept. lst, of tho indoxing of 
books in the Religious Book Supplement, August 15th issue, the reason was this. 
Through some slip-up, the page numbers were omitted on Aug. 15th. Consequently, we 
ran the indoaxing again on Sept. lst so that your indexes would be correct. A note 
should have accompanied this, so that you would not double index. Here*s hoping it 
was self-evident. 











